
' lolfe Island, September 22, 1893. 
I'  

John Davis, Fisherman. 

Thoa. Keye8, formerly fisherman, now keeps 
r 

restaurant . 
Alexander Mflarren, hote l  keeper, also fisher- 

h 

man, and handles many fish. 

These men were a l l  interested in preserv- 

3ng the fisheries for the sake of attracting 

anglers. 

Blaak baas is the most valuable fish taken 

about here by anglers. They are caught from 

the end of  June t o  the first of September. 

Rot many taken in  June. They spawn the l a s t  

of May and first part  of June. 

Mr. Davis did not fish his hoop nets this 

year later than Yay 24, and took no bass in 

them. 

No br6s are aver taken in hoop nets until 

the lest of  the aprfng eeaaon, when the water 

beoal2#,1, d i r t y ,  ami the fish oannot aee far. 
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Very few would be taken i n  the hoop n e t s  anyway 

< c and last of May would be the  only time they 

would so take them. 

Begin t o  pu t  down hDop n e t s  t o  some exten t  

t he  middle of October, and they are genera l ly  

taken up about May 1. Some may be l e f t  down 

t o  about May 24. 

I n  t h e  hoop n e t s  take mainly bullheads,  

w i t h  sunfish and perch. Sometimes a cusck and 

Amia; a few bass l a t e  i n  May, and e e l 8  i n  May. 

They a r e  a e t  i n  6 t o  10 f e e t  water, muddy 

bottoms, i n  bay8 where the re  a r e  she l t e red ,  

marshy plaaes, at .mouths of c reeks ,  e tc .  

The rings of the hoop n e t s  may be s a i d  t o  

average about a rod long each. The mouth 

measurea 2 1/2 t o  4 f e e t  i n  diameter,  and the 

body of t he  ne t  i s  from 8 t o  10 f e e t  long. 

This i s  a8 large as they make them i n  t h i a  

region. 

They think t h a t  one cause of the inorease 

af bass is t h e  eatahing i n  the hoop n e t s  of 
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many f i s h e s  which eat the spawn o f  the bass. 

The Amia a r e  very bad i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  and 

abundant. The bass may a l s o  move around and 

occupy d i f f e r e n t  p laces  i n  greater abundance 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  years. 

The proper use  of hoop n e t s  i n  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i c t  ins tead  of being harmful t o  the bass, 

would be of h e n e f i t  to that species. The 

hoop ne t s  should not be l e f t  down l a t e r  than 

May 1 t o  10 ,  and might begin t o  use them again 

about October 1. Do not think that 40 hoop 

n e t s  s e t  i n  Bayfield Bay f rom t h i s  date  on 

w m d  take any bass. They spawn i n  tha t  p l a c e ,  

but i t  is not a good bass ground a t  t h i s  season 

The mesh of  hoop n e t s  measure8 1 3/4 

inehes t o  2 1/2 inehe8(qUare)at the mouth, 

runnin8 down t o  1 inch 8quara)ot the r e a r  end. c 
$ ', They do not take the young of o the r  f i shes  i n  

t h e s e  ne t8  t o  any g r e a t  extent. The young of 

other sperriea do not ooour  i n  the waters where 

they a r e  set.  The only valuable fish t h a t  
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might cane near the hoop n e t s  would be the 

* bass. The bass, however, are very shy about 

hoop nets ,  and bullheads a r e  the only kinds 

which commonly e n t e r  them. 

Gill n e t s  a r e  used i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  only 

dur ine  the  sumner and t o  a t s l i g h t  extent .  

Bach net measures 8 t o  10 rods i n  l ene th ,  and 

is about 4 f e e t  deep. Mesh measure8 4 t o  

4 l/2 inches s t re tched .  

and sometimes suckers,  and pickere l  (dore/). 

The l as t  a r e  not abundant, Do not take salmon 

t r o u t  o r  whitefish. 

Take pike i n  them, 

Bass, maskinonge and pike a r e  counted a8 

the spor t ing  f i s h  here. Pickerel are not 

included i n  t h i s  category. 

Buss spawn in shallow places, 6 t o  10 f e e t  

water, on gravelly bars, eta.  The spawning 

continues t o  middle of June. 

Subsequontly t h e y  remain during the a w e r  

in graasy and roeky plaoes, preferring the 

1at tor .whcn the ra ter  is warmest. 
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From t ho  middle t o  the las t  of September 

’ go off into deeper waters where they spend the 

winter. 

Thoy r e t u r n  eome years by the first of 

May, t o  some exten t ,  but i t  is  more uaually 

the last of May when they get baak into the 

shallow waters. 

Set night  l i n e s  f o r  sturgeon i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  from first of June t o  middle of J u l y ,  

but very  l i t t l e  of t h i s  fishing is done here 

now. Uaed t o  get a good many here. Have 

8een sturgeon e a t i n g  dnlmon t r o u t  spawn. 

They a l l  be l ieve  that t he re  should be a 

c lose  season t o  p r o t e u t  the spawning f i sh ,  and 

that the r egu la t ions  i n  t h i s  respect should be 

s t r i c t l y  enforced. 

A8 t o  bass, think i t  would be safe enough 

t o  c lose  the c lose  aeason by June 15. 

The people of this d i s t r i a t  a r e  not 

interestad i n  the whi tef i sh  a d  881mn t r o u t  

f ishory. 
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Many dead mshadw are seen in  this dis tr ia t  

as  elsewhere, generally about July 1. Those 

that die  measure 6 t o  8 inohes long. This 

same species attains a weight o f  several 

pounds, but the larger ones a r e  never seen 

dead. 

Never heard authoritatively of  sea salmon 

i n  t h i s  region. 

Not many cusk occur in  th i s  d i s t r i c t ,  

but the spe%ies i s  abundant out i n  the lake.  

On Wolfe Island there are about 20 men 

dependent for  a l i v i n g  upon net fishing. 



Thoma8 Dawson, Wolfe I s land ,  Magistrate.  
#. 

September 22, 1893, 

Has l i v e d  here near ly  50 years.  

Perhaps 20 men on t h i s  i s l and  engage 

e n t i r e l y  i n  f i sh ing .  They use g i l l  n e t s  and 

hoop n e t s ,  and catch mainly bullheads and p i k e ,  

with a few bass. 

Perch, sunfish and rockbass also occur 

about here.  ' 

Picke re l  a r e  becarnine: scarce. 

Some whitef ish and salmon trout a r e  ob= 

t a ined  o f f  t he  head of the i s l a n d  i n  the  f a l l .  

They are taken i n  g i l l  n e t s ,  There i s  a f i s h 3  

e r y  f o r  the same spec ies  at  Pigeon Island, 

about 8 miles from the head of  Wolfe I s l a n d .  

Salmon t r o u t  are secured there  more especial ly .  

The fiahermen on 'Ilolfe Island a r e  mainly 

farmera, who g i v e  a part only of their time t o  

flcrhing. They are a l l  supposed to be provided 

with a l ieense ,  but Yr. Danson, who is  opposed 
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to the Goverment, a s ser t s  that they are not 

a l l  30 supplied, and that they obtain per- 

mission from the overseer t o  some extent 

i l l e g a l l y ,  and that politics also  help them 

out.  It seem8 to be a c m o n  practice, he 

8aYS, for favoritism to be shown to certain 

persona, to t h e  detriment of other and more 

needy persons, who are kept from f i s h i n g ,  bv 

inability t o  obtain licenses. 

Peter K i e l  is the overseer of  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t .  

Fish have been more abundant th is  year 

than for many years. There had previously 

been a steady decrease in their abundance for a 

number of years. The past season has been a 

rainy one, and the rater i n  the lake, e t c .  , 
has been higher, which may p a r t l y  account for 

this present inorease. 

The catah has actually been higher this 

year, e u p e a i s l l y  of  blaak bass by sport fishing 

Sturgeon are not regularly fished for a m  
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t h i 8  island, but a few a r e  taken. Used to be 

much more abundant and l a r g e r  when he was a 

boy, 

The same 8 s  t o  abundance' is  a l s o  t rue  o f  

the  whi te f i sh  and salmon t r o u t .  

While the coarser fish i n  t h i s  region, 

including bass ,  p ike ,  e t c , ,  have been more 

abundant t h i s  year than f o r  severa l  previous 

years ,  t h e y  have not been so abundant a s  they 

were 30 and 40 years  ago, 

Fishing by sportsmen is becaning very 

important about h e r e ,  and these men br ing  i n  

and spend a g r e a t  deal of money, t o  the bene f i t  

of the na t ives ,  who derive a considerable 

revenue from it. Boarding houses, r en t inp  of 

boats, fishing guides, e t c .  One American 

uoming here rill spend as m c h  money as 10 

Canadians, as he is generally much r i c h e r  and 

more l av i sh .  F i 8 h  chiefly f o r  bas$ and 

maskinonge, bpt also to some extent for stur- 

geon. It is important t o  p ro teo t  the fisherie 
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which a t t r a c t  such v i s i t o r s .  The market 

fishermen genera l ly  a r e  not o f  much c r e d i t  t o  

t h e  v i l l age .  

Sport f i sh in& began here  about 10 years  

ago, and ha8 increased i n  amount every since. 

There is b e t t e r  sport  f i s h i n g  here than among 

the  Thousand I s l ands ,  being nearer  t h e  head of 

t h e  lake ,  and many men aame down from those 

islands t o  enjoy the  sport  here. 

The market fishermen, however, thinks that 

the  Government has  gone too  gar i n  r e s t r i c t i n g  

&he ne t  f i sh ing ,  which does not take the  f i s h  

sought by the ang le r s ,  nor i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  them. 

By increase  of gill n e t s  more bass would 

be secured by the ne t  fishermen, but they are  

not taken i n  hoop nets .  

Pike are g e t t i n g  scarce about here .  When 

he rae a boy, about 40 years ago, pike and 

pickerel abounded t o  a g r e a t e r  extent  than 

baf48. 

eomon. 

l o w  t h e  l a t t e r  is many times more 
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e 

August i s  the best  month fo r  s t i l l  f i s h i n g  

for bass w i t h  l i v e  b a i t ,  and fo r  t r o l l i n g .  

Bass have done spawning by June 15, 

There is a d i s p o s i t i o n  on the p a r t  of some 

sportsmen t o  go to the f i sh ing  grounds very 

e a r l y ,  even the  F i r s t  p a r t  of June, but f i s h i n g  

genera l ly  does not begin u n t i l  about July 1. 

(Next year the  Canadian law rill not pe r -  

m i t  bass i - ishing before t h a t  time. ) 

Spoke of' the a r r e s t  of two American yacht 

skippers  +ho came over and f ished i n  Canadian 

waters l as t  spr ing f o r  bass without first 

obtaining permit,  The overseer ,  however, 

s e t t l e d  w i t h  them on the payment of 8 certain 

amount which he pocketed. Spoke o f  t h i s  as a 

case of  blaakmai l ,  which should not be toleratad 

Complaints have been made t o  the Govern- 

ment that  more hoop net8 are s e t  i n  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i a t  than  are aucounted for b y  the overseer.  

They have obtained no s a t i s f a c t i o n  thereby,  and 

it is understood that this Over allowance has 
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been allowed for  p o l i t i c a l  reasons. 

49 About 20 hoop nets  are set about Wolfe 

I s l a n d ,  generally at  the outlets of streams 

running down into or through marshes, e t c .  

The mason i s  March, Apr i l  and to some 

extent May, i n  the spring, and November, and 

December, being f i n a l l y  f ished under the i c e .  

They are s e t  in 4 t o  8 f e e t  water. 



John Olsen, Kingston, Ontario, 

September 22, 1893. 

F i s h  dealer. Has been here 13 years. 

Came over from Norway. 

Buy8 whitefish caught around Millhaven a3d 

Bath, Ontario. 

Buys p i k e  caught in the Rideau, and also 

along the lake front. 

Buys perch, bass, pickerel; caught all 

along the l a k e  front, 

Buy8 some eels i n  spring and fall. 

Buys bullheads, caught mostly in hoop nets 

80me in gill nets, in the streams, and to sane 

extent along the lake front. 

The pike and pickerel are mostly taken i n  

g i l l  net8. 

Bass taken mostly by hook and line and by 

trolling. 

Whitefish are  taken altogether in g i l l  

neta, they w i l l  not take the hook. Ba.88 are 
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o f t e n  taken inc iden ta l ly  i n  the same g i l l  ne t s .  

Take only bullheads i n  the  hoop ne t s .  

Never heard of bass o r  any o the r  species being 

taken i n  t h i s  manner. 

More pike a r e  taken in gill n e t s  i n  the 

neighborhood o f  Gananoque than about here. 

This year it has been his experience that 

a l l  f i s h  have been p r e t t y  scarce i n  Lake 

Ont ar io. 

Very  seldom a re  salmon t r o u t  taken i n  Lake 

Ontario a t  th i s  end. Some few a re  obtained i n  

Bay of Quint&. They used t o  be abundant i n  

the  lake ,  and he formerly got  many f r o m  t h i s  

souroe. They have genera l ly  been caught i n  

g i l l  nets  about 8almon Is land ,  which i s  named 

from them, but he believes they do not t ake  

many t h e r e  nor. They also used t o  be taken 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  with whi te f i sh  in  g i l l  ne ts .  

mecsh was t o o  anall ,  but they would beccune 

tangled up i n  the  ne t .  Salmon E s l a d  was 

formrly the beat  plaoe for UatchiW them. 

The 
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He s t i l l  ge t8  some very good whitef ish and 

salmon t r o u t  from Lake Ontario,  but the  most  

of these spec ies  which he s e l l s  are obtained 

from more western lakes. 

Thinks that  whi te f i sh  have decreased i n  

abundance i n  Lake Ontario,  but cannot see but 

t h a t  they are  as l a r g e  now as ever. 

Ciacoe her r ing  used t o  be caught i n  Kings- 

ton Bay and at Bath, i n  g i l l  n e t s ,  through the 

i c e  i n  winter.  During the past year o r  two 

they have seoured very fer i n  those p laces ,  but 

they a re  s t i l l  being taken around Bel l ev i l l e .  

He obtains very few maskalonge caught 

about Kingston. 

Sturgeon a r e  caught about here  mostly i n  

the  winter ,  Caught only occasional ly  i n  the 

s m e r ,  They range now i n  size from 15 t o  35 

pounde. Heard of one formerly which weighed 

about 75 pounds. The ca tch  is considerable.  

He sells some here ,  but the most are shipped t o  

the Buffalo Fish  Co., and to  Her York. He 
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acts as an agent for  the former. Cannot say 

whether they have decreased in abundance. c 

Never r e c e i v e s  cusk for sale. 

Never heard of sea salmon up here. 



Kingston, Ontario, September 22, 1893. 

Thomas Merr i t t ,  Fishery Overseer f o r  King- 
c 

s ton ,  S tor r ing ton  and P i t t sbu rg .  

------------_- 

H i 8  t e r r i t o r y  covers a length  o f  about 25 

miles ,  down from the foot o f  Amherst Is land.  

Has l i v e d  i n  Kingston 33 years.  There was 

very l i t t l e  ne t  fishing i n  the days when he 

first oame here.  

There are 2 men i n  Barryf ie ld  rho use hoop 

ne t8  i n  the Rideau River and lakes .  The season 

is  October 1 t o  Apri l  1, but they do not 

necessa r i ly  f i s h  a l l  o f  t h i s  time. There are 

2 o the r  men, 1 mile up t h e  Rideau from the 

above place ,  who f i sh  i n  t h a t  River below 

Kingston M i l l s .  

10 hoop n e t s  a l toge the r ,  They ca tch  i n  them 

bullheads, pike,  Sucker8 and eels. They also 

These 4 men have l i c e n s e s  f o r  

e 

uue g i l l  nets for pike. They a r e  l i a e n a e d t o  

U8e 200 rods  of g i l l  nets between them, 

8.11 their  aatah t o  the Lake Ontario 

They 

Fish Co., 
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whiah has an o f f i c e  i n  Kingston. 

8 

The remainder of the ne t  fishermen worked 

on the inland lakes .  There were no net 

fishermen on the  Lake Ontario f r o n t  of this 

d i s t r i c t  i n  1892, and only one i n  1893. See 

2nd page beyond. 

Bass aan go up the Rideau from Lake 

Ontario,  4 miles ,  where the f i r a t  l o a k s  occur .  

They a r e  known t o  spawn i n  these 4 miles. 

They begin t o  spawn about A p r i l  10 t o  15,  and 

the season close8 by the end of May. I t  i s  

over long before June 1 5 ,  when the Canada close 

season has terminated th4s far. 
)k 

There is much sewage i n  the  Rideau derived 

from Kingston, and bass do not r e e o r t  t o  it now 

as  muah as formerly, 

Bullheads devour bass spawn i n  l a r g e  

q u a n t i t i e s .  He has seen them e a t i n g  it. 

They rill take a l l  the eggs out of a nes t  a t  a 

aingle gulp. 

parent baas away, and the l a t t e r  appear t o  be 

The bullheader rill d r i v e  t h e  
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af ia id  of them, although dar ing and ever ready 

t o  defend t h e i r  eggs. Bullheads a re  on the  

increase.  

(6 

Bass a l s o  spawn along the Lake Ontario 

f r o n t  of the d i s t r i c t ,  on muddy and g rave l ly  

ehoals. Larger bass r e s o r t  to these  p laces  

than t o  the  creeks. There is one important 

spawning ground within a stone 's  throw of the 

M i l i t a r y  College, l oca t ed  j u s t  below Kingston. 

As soon as the r a t e r  g e t s  cold i n  this 

reg ion ,  about the middle of September, t he  

bass r e t i r e  into deeper water and remain the re  

un t i l  spring. There a r e  no bass i n  the Rideau 

during winter. Can c a t c h  bass a t  t h i s  season 

i n  deep water with b a i t .  This f i s h i n g  i s  

good, and it may continue so from now u n t i l  t h e  

ioe forms. 

8 Thinks that the  presence and abundance of 

bullheads a r e  p a r t l y  respohs ib le  f o r  the 

deerease of bass. 

In 1893, there  was one man w i n g  3 hoop 
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n e t s  about 9 miles  up the lake f r o n t ,  i n  

(b Coll in8 Bay. He  is a l s o  allowed t o  use them 

i n  a l i t t l e  creek between Kingston and t h a t  

place,  He is the  only market fisherman on the  

lake  front i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  Catches c h i e f l y  

bullheads and e e l s .  The n e t s  a r e  set i n  2 t o  

8 o r  10 f e e t  water. The l eade r s  t o  these  

n e t s  average about 50 f e e t  long on each side. 

The opening is about 3 1/2 t o  4 feet i n  

diameter. The length  of the  net  20 t o  25 

f e e t .  This app l i4s  t o  all the  n e t s  i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i a t .  

Two farmers have been l i c e n s e d t o  employ 

shor t  g i l l  n e t s  t o  obta in  f i s h  fo r  t h e i r  own 

1188, but the  amount o f  f i sh  taken by them 

would amount t o  nothing. He knows that one of 

theae  men has not used h i a  n e t s  t h i s  season, 

being able t o  secure a l l  the fish he needs by 

hook and line. 

e 

Has never heard of the oapture of hass, 

whitefish, or dlmon t r o u t  in hoop n e t s  a1045 
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t he  l a k e  f r o n t .  Bas6 a r e  caut ious and t u r n  

away from a l eade r  when they meet it. They 

vi11  not pass  along the l eade r  i n t o  the ne t .  

Gives t h e  genera l  h a b i t s  of bass i n  t h i s  

reg ion  as f O l l O W 8 :  

After  spawning they go t o  rocky bottoms i n  

shoal water where they remain about 6 r eeks ;  

that is  t o  about J u l y  15. They thegcresort  to 

weedy bottoms, where they remain about 6 weeks 

longer, subsequently re turn ing  t o  the rocky 

p laces ,  where they remain u n t i l  about the 

middle of  September, when the  water cools  up, 

and they take to deeper l o c a l i t i e s .  The r o c k y  

plaoes  a r e  very rough spo t s ,  with many l a r g e  

boulders,  e tc .  

Bxaept f o r  the waters i n  the ixnedia te  

v i e i n i t y  of Kingston, which are g r e a t l y  p o l l u t -  

ed by c i t y  sewage, he is confident that bass 

a r e  as abunaant now as they have been a t  any 

t i m e  during the pas t  25 years.  

Salmon trout and whi te f i sh  do not properly 

0 belong t o  t h i e  d i s t r i a t .  
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This is a l so  not much of a ground for 

6 maskalonge, but he does not know that they a r e  

any l e s s  abundant now than they used to be.  

P i k e  are very much on the increase, which 

he thinks is very unfortunate. 

Pickerel are about as common as they u s e d  

to be. 

There is no fishery for sturgeon i n  this 

district, and never has been. He has, 

however, Been them jumping when out on the 

water. Some f i sh ing  for them i s  carried on i n  

the Wolfe Island District. 

15 to 18 year8 ago4 he remembers uatching 

30 herring off' a wharf in the city. Now on 

aoaount of the pollution they wont approach the 

a i t y .  

'Shad" or amenhadena grow to be about 6 

0 
. inuhes long, when they die .  They occur  and 

d i e  in imnense numbers in this  distriut. They 

dome in dense suhoole. Do not fish for t h e m .  

Thev are sometimes seen in the winter under 
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e.’ 
t he  i ee ,  when they a l s o  d i e ,  but t h e i r  ohief 

season i s  the  spr ing  and summer. H a s  seen 

them as ea r ly  as May, when they have at times 

been so th ick  t h a t  he could soarcs ly  put an 

oar down through them. They continue t o  occur 

so abundantly up t o  the end of  Ju ly .  They 

have not been so comon this year ,  and not many 

dead ones were observed. He has  not iced them 

during only about the l a e t  10 years.  The 

g r e a t e r  number of deaths  (height o f  m o r t a l i t y )  

i s  i n  Ju ly .  Has t a lked  w i t h  Seth Green about 

them. The l a t t e r  thought they r e s u l t e d  f’rom 

plant ing8  made by himself.  Thought they were 

menhaden, t he  spawn having been sent  t o  h i m  

mixed with shad spawn. H i s  p l an t ings  were 

made i n  t h e  Oswego River.  The last on9 about 

2 yeare before he died. ULr. Merr i t t  said that  

these f i s h  inva r i ab ly  had a red spot appear on 

their aide8 just  before dying .  T h i s  fish i s  

not regarded as good eating here. 

June and August ace t h e  bes t  months for 
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f i s h i n g  f o r  bass  with f l y  i n  t h i s  region. 

They ocour on the rocky bot tans  a t  t h i s  t ime, 

and f e sd  then on c ray f i shes  and on t he  grub o f  

the drakefly (May f l y ? ) .  

There i s  no need of' eatending t h e  c lose  

season f o r  bass t o  June 30. June 15 w i l l  

p r o t e c t  them amply. 

When on the reedy bottoms, J u l y  m a i n l y ,  

they w i l l  not take t h e  f l y .  Does not know 

what they feed on then. 

Perch a r e  growing more p l e n t i f u l  every 

year,  and a r e  very des t ruc t ive  t o  f i s h  f r y  of 

all kinds.  This i s  the  y e l l o w  perch. I t  is 

as greedy as t h e  pike,  but the l a t t e r  consumes- 

l a r g e r  f i s h . .  

I n  the ear ly  spr ing ,  or  as soon as t h e  i c e  

is out ,  the pike r e a o r t  t o  the marshes i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t ,  and of ten  go abundantxy i n t o  water SO 

&allow that the  tops  of  t h e i r  baoks sti& o u t .  

A t  th i s  season they -8 8hOt and speared* 
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Several are sometimes killed at a single shot. 

Never heard of sea salmon up here in 0 

River. 


